Sir -In her brief communication on risk factors in the aetiology of cancer of the uterine cervix, Jayant (1987) described an additive effect of two major risk factors viz. early age at first coitus and poor penile hygiene.
The (Winkelstein et al., 1984; Greenberg et al., 1985; Clark et al., 1985 ; Baron et al., 1986) . 'Bidi' smoking is a common habit among Muslim women in Central and North India. 'Bidi' is a form of native Indian cigarette prepared by wrapping coarse tobacco leaves in a dried temburni leaf and it is very cheap compared with cigarettes. When evaluating higher cervical rates in Indian Muslim women, this factor has to be taken into account. The contribution of 'bidi' smoking to the aetiology of cervical cancer can be studied in detail only through a well-planned case control study by 
